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Leadership is Everything

What words come to your mind when you think of effective leadership? 
Communication. Collaboration. Integrity. Self-awareness. Transformation. 
These are the words that come to ours. 

For 75 years, Coro has helped emerging leaders develop their skills and work across 
difference—creating positive change in our workplaces, schools, and communities. Coro 
serves hundreds of emerging leaders every year, from high school students to staffs of 
established organizations. In a time when it’s all too easy to isolate in echo chambers, Coro 
does the hard work of teaching inquiry, inclusion, and critical thinking—essential skills for 
21st century leadership. 

We could not do this vital work without the generous support of our donors and our 
network. We’re delighted to share Coro’s recent achievements. Thank you for helping to 
empower and inspire the leaders of tomorrow! 

With gratitude,

Laney Whitcanack
Chief Executive Officer & Coro Alumna

Marianna Pisano
Board Chair & Coro Alumna

In 2017-18, 498 participants engaged in 16 Coro leadership programs and 

seminars. 96% of our grads reported increased leadership skills.

Coro’s mission is to equip people with skills, knowledge, and networks to 

collaborate and accelerate positive change wherever they are.

Above: Coro alumni, staff, and board members at our 75th Anniversary Celebration.



Activating Civic Engagement

A thriving democracy requires people who can work and lead across 
differences. Coro’s civic engagement programs empower tomorrow’s 
leaders to fuel positive change.

“Coro is more than just nine 
months of work experience 
and lessons and interviews—

so much more. It’s a life-
changing, bewildering roller 

coaster that teaches you how 
to be the best contributor to 
a healthy and vibrant society 

and democracy.”

Neighborhood-based 
Programs
Empowering citizens to effect change 
from the ground up. 

• San Francisco District 7 Community 
Action Youth Fellows, in partnership 
with the Department of Children, 
Youth, and Their Families and 
Supervisor Norman Yee. 

• San Francisco District 11 
Neighborhood Leadership 
Academy, in partnership with the 
Neighborhood Empowerment 
Network and Supervisor Ahsha Safaí.

“I use the skills I learned in Coro 
every day to bring people together, 

gather information to make hard 
decisions, and help move our city 

and community forward.”

Hon. Libby Schaaf, Mayor of Oakland 
and Coro Alumna

At left: Mayor Schaaf with 2018 Exploring 
Leadership Youth Fellows.

Fellows Program in Public Affairs
Founded in San Francisco during World War II, in response to the need for real-world training for emerging 
civic leaders, the Fellows Program in Public Affairs uses the Bay Area as a classroom to train the next 
generation of changemakers.

• 92% better understand how to bring people together and inspire high-performing teams.

Exploring Leadership 
Thriving for 20 years, Coro’s intensive six-week summer program for high school students helps youth 
become active citizens and assume leadership roles in their schools, communities, and families. 

• 95% increased collaboration skills, and actively seek and consider diverse perspectives and information.

Claire Chiara, Fellows Program in Public Affairs, 
Class of 2018



Catalyzing Issue-Based Networks

Coro’s new programs help experts break out of traditional silos and lead 
collaboratively on crucial issues—with wide-ranging impact. 

Above: Water Solutions Network on a field visit to the Silicon Valley Advanced Water Purification Center, exploring water 
technology, access, and equity. 

Water Solutions Network—Tackling California’s Toughest Challenge 
Empowering statewide water leaders by advancing cross-sector collaboration among people focused 
on the future of water management in California. A partnership with Water Education for Latino Leaders 
(WELL), DIG IN, and the S.D. Bechtel, Jr. Foundation.

Human Trafficking Leadership Academy—Sowing the Seeds of Change
Bringing cross-sector leaders and experts to the table to address the challenges of human trafficking. A 
partnership with the Office on Trafficking In Persons, the Office on Women’s Health, and the National 
Human Trafficking Training and Technical Assistance Center.

What happens when a team of six survivor leaders and six anti-trafficking service 
providers come together to collaborate? Hard work and powerful, inspiring change. 

Our first class of the Human Trafficking Leadership Academy presented their project findings to 
representatives from the U.S. Department of Health & Human Services, the Department of State, and the 
Department of Justice. The Academy’s report was so well received, they were invited back to meet with 
14 additional federal agencies. Their recommendations about survivor-informed practices have now been 
disseminated nationally—to 35,000 people and organizations working to combat trafficking and help 
survivors heal.



Fueling Equity-Centered Leadership

Leadership can be practiced by anyone, anywhere, anytime, and in any role. 
Providing opportunities and networks to diverse emerging leaders is fundamental to 
a strong, thriving society. 

Women in Leadership 
Supporting the leadership development of women working in the private, nonprofit, and government 
sectors across the Bay Area. The program establishes a pipeline for professional advancement and creates a 
cross-sector network of women who support each other’s career growth.

• 95% say the program has positively impacted their future potential. 

• 58% of recent grads have already experienced or are in conversation about a tangible positive shift in 
job title, salary, or availability of opportunity.

“Through the Women in Leadership Program, 
I was inspired, motivated, and empowered to 

move beyond my comfort zone and ultimately 
into a new job.” 

Nina Iyengar, Staff Attorney at Legal Advocates 
for Children & Youth at Law Foundation of Silicon 

Valley and Women in Leadership Alumna

Nehemiah Emerging Leaders Program
Leadership training customized to the specific challenges faced by culturally diverse leaders in Sacramento. 
Fellows put their talents to work in the public and private sectors, acting as catalysts for positive change.

UC Women’s Initiative for 
Professional Development
Cultivating a vibrant professional 
network of women leaders that 
spans the UC system. 

The program was awarded a 
prestigious 2018 Brandon Hall 
Group Excellence Award, in the 
category Best Advance in Women’s 
Leadership Development. We are 
honored to share this award with 
our UC Systemwide partners.

“My Coro year was incredible 
and transformative…. It helped 
me become more comfortable 

in that uncomfortable place. 
And that’s where the real work 

happens.”

Hon. Malia Cohen, President 
of the San Francisco Board of 
Supervisors and Coro Alumna



Strengthening Cultures of Collaboration

Bringing custom part-time programs to institutions and organizations working to 
build a collaborative culture and grow the capacity of emerging leaders. 

“The Coro program destroys 
any notion that solid 

leadership is somehow an 
innate skill. For anyone willing 
to learn, this program offers 
personal development and 
confidence building based 

on proven methodology. The 
effectiveness of the tools 
learned were cumulative 
in nature for participants 
over the course of a year. 
The effectiveness of Coro 

graduates will be cumulative in 
nature for UC over the course 

of decades.”

Eric Kvigne, UC-Coro 
Systemwide Leadership 
Collaborative Alumnus

UC-Coro Systemwide Leadership Collaborative 
Serves senior leaders across all 10 University of California 
institutions, as well as Lawrence Berkeley National Laboratory, 
and Agriculture and Natural Resources. 

• 94% of participants increased their skills and 
confidence to initiate positive change.

San Francisco Federal Executive Board 
Supports leadership development for mid-career professionals 
from 13 federal agencies across the Bay Area. 

Coro-UCSF Partnership 
Trains UCSF faculty across the schools of medicine, dentistry, 
nursing, and optometry to collaborate and move into 
leadership roles.

• Since 2006, Coro has trained almost 200 UCSF faculty. 
93% are more confident to lead in challenging times.

UC Davis Health-Coro Leadership Academy 
Equips emerging leaders with skills to lead teams, establish 
buy-in, and navigate crucial conversations.



75 Years of Leadership

Financials

1942

Fellows Program 
in Public Affairs    

12 total 
participants

1975 1998 2006 2015 2017 2018

First 
Women’s 
Program

Coro-UCSF 
Leadership Program

107 total participants

Exploring 
Leadership 

Youth 
Program

16 diverse programs 
and seminars    

498 total 
participants

Coro-UC 
Systemwide 

Program

Newly developed 
Women in 

Leadership Program

Help Coro Grow for the Next 75 
• Sustain Our Work: Become a Coro donor or volunteer. We need you! 

• Nominate a Young Leader: Know a promising soon-to-be or recent college graduate? Spread 
the word about the Fellows Program in Public Affairs.

• Host a Fellow: Talk to us about how you or your organization can support an emerging leader 
by hosting a Coro intern.

Total Revenue 
$2,160,944

18.5%
Alumni & 

Individuals
$400,090

Total Expenses
$2,160,409

73.3%
Contract & 
Other Revenue
$1,584,926

2.0%
Foundations
$42,500

15.6%
Development
$336,247

76.6%
Programs
$1,654,861

7.8%
Administration

$169,3016.2%
Corporations
$133,428



Our Donors

We are deeply grateful to our supporters.

$25,000+
Blum Family Foundation
Dodge & Cox
Pacific Gas and Electric 

Company
S.D. Bechtel, Jr. Foundation
Betty & Jack Schafer 

$10,000+
Anonymous 
GGS Foundation
Gilbert & Elzina Elder Education 

Foundation Fund 
Inner Spark Foundation
Pam Jones & Steve Herskovitz
Tom Lockard & Alix Marduel
Mary Obelnicki & Craig 

Silverstein
Clint & Janet Reilly 
San Francisco Department 

of Children, Youth & Their 
Families

Anna Van Degna
Diane B. Wilsey

$5,000+
Bay Area Council
Aimee Brown
David Coulter & Susan Weeks 

Coulter
First Republic Bank
FivePoint
Mary Jo & Dick Garrett
Linda Gregory
Grid Alternatives
Peter & Jackie Henning
MUFG Union Bank
Chip & Arlene Nielsen
Marianna Pisano
Robyn & David Reiss
Shartsis Friese
Marilyn M. Snider, Snider and 

Associates
Snowflake Computing
Mike Thiel & Marcie Vu
UFCW Western States Council
William G. Gilmore Foundation

$2,500+
Dunstan & Jamie Allison-Hope
Minden & Kathleen Beach
Blue State Digital
BSR
James Cervantes
Charles Schwab & Co.
Clif Bar & Company
Deane/Whitcanack Family
Dignity Health
Evelyn and Walter Haas, Jr. 

Fund
John and Marcia Goldman
Erick & Melissa Howard
Grace Hughes
Christine Johnson
Tracey Jones
JPMorgan Chase & Co.
Kearns & West Inc.

Landed
NextGen America
Sonja Perkins
PWC
Arthur Rock
John Rogers
San Francisco International 

Airport
Mayor Libby Schaaf
Singularity University
Hon. Alberto Torrico
Walter & Elise Haas Fund
Courtney Young-Law &  

Chris Law

$1,000+
Hon. Jeffrey Bleich
Jose Bodipo-Memba
Walter Brown
Herb Chan
Lucia Choi-Dalton
Judson Clark
Wanda Cole-Frieman
Contra Costa Building and 

Construction Trades Council
Pamela Cook & Paul Gietzel
Matthew Dougherty
Ron Fortgang & Ellen Conant
Sean Gibson & Serena Ingre
Youqin Guo
Leslie Hatamiya
Adrienne Heim
Heather Hiles
William Hirsch & Elizabeth 

Crabtree
Fred & Jan Hodder
Hon. James Hormel
John Iannuccillo
David Jackson
William Jackson
Marsha Jones
David Kirp
Mark Klein
Sara Leslie
Hon. Patrick Mahoney
John McNulty & Christina 

Wheeler
Emily Meyer
Maria & Dean Nicolacakis
Beth Parker
Raymond Roeder
Jean-Paul Samaha
David Sibbet & Gisela Wendling
Larry Simi & Janet Rogers
Stifel
Katherine Strehl
Russell Sunshine
Rosemary Torres
Jody Vandergriff
Ann Veneman
Mike Welty
Ron & Nina Whitcanack
Vic & Arlene J. Willits
Alexander Wong
Don & Mary Wurtz
Frank Yuen
Dora Yung

$500+
James Araby
Jon Benjamin
Bruce Berrol
Zach Blume
Luis Buhler
Michael Frank
Ed Gerber
Michael Goldhamer
Oliver Johnson
Kelley Karandjeff & Phil 

Kilbridge
Ann Lazarus
Connie & Fred Little
Lorry I. Lokey School of 

Business and Public Policy
Olynn McInerney
Anu Menon
Kathryn Poling
Robert Wood Johnson 

Foundation
Mira Ringler
Sara Russell
John Sage
Jacqueline Shelton-Miller & 

Craig Miller
Nancy Shemick
Alyson & Nick Stamos
Nonprofits Insurance Alliance 

of California
Raymond Sullivan
Rosa Terrazas & Frank Martin
Morgan Weiss
Kathleen Wesner
Roger & Ruth Wu

Up to $500
AFSCME Local 829
Matthew Agard
Stephen Ahmad
Karen Akerson
Talar Alexanian
Clifford Allenby
Alan Almario
Francisco Alvarado
Amazon
Ratna Amin
Jorge Ancona
Bart Aoki
Julie Appleby
Lishka Arata
Helen Archer-Duste
Marianne Arnstein
Vicenta Arrizon Maffris
Daniel Aseltine
Emi Ashida
Frederick Bamber
Ian Barlow
John Barr
Alvin Baum
Hanna Beckman
Lydia Beebe
Seth Beer
June Beittel
Patricia Belding
Nathan Bengtsson
Judith Berger

Andrew Berkman
Bobbie Birleffi
Mara Blitzer
Niketa Brar Kurstin
Mina Bressler
Carter Brown
John Bruckman
Elinor Buchen
Lynn Bunim
Lindsey Burkart-Lima
Micah Bycel
Kristine Cababa
Kathryn Campbell
Thomas Capriola
Mia Castro
Gabriella Celeste
Alison Chaput
Kelly Cheng
Carol Chetkovich
Regina Chien
May Choi
Zachary Christie
Leo Chyi
Erin Clark
Diana Cohen
Ralph Cole
Lisa Cole
Leeland Cole-Chu
Anne F Collins
Ann Cook
W. Daniel Costello, Jr.
Albert Cruz
Lizabeth Cutler
Judy David Bloomfield
Thomas DeRiemer
Michael Desler
Michael Dillon
Grant Din
David Donahue
David Driskell
Teresa Eckrich Sommer
Alison Elliott
Nina Erlich-Williams
Iysha Evelyn
Victoria Faerstein
Mary Fernandez
Cheryl Fields Tyler
Maureen Fitzgerald
Timothy Fong
Rebecca Foster
Gordon Fultz
Mark Gallon
Sanjeet Ganjam
Jamie Gardner
Virginia Gee
Shayna Gelender
Kathleen Gerson
Krista Gettle
Mike Giger
Seth Goldstein
Ben Golombek
Debra Gonella
Barry Goode
Jeff Gordon
Carnella Gordon-Brown
Ezekiel Gorrocino Santillan
Oliver Gould



Ross Green
Michael Griffitts
Drew Grimshaw
Andrew Grimstad
Jill Habig
Tamra Hege
Deirdre Henderson
Travis Henry
Martha Hernandez
Julie Hess
Nicholas Hirsch
James Hogeboom
Lindsey Hogg
Burnell Holland
Emily Hooper
Pamela Hopkins
Rolf Horn
Homaira Hosseini
Janet Howes
Jonathan Hoyt
Sandra Hughes Goodwin
Harvey Hunt
Benedict Hur
Jim Hurst
Robert Irwin
Alyson Jacks
Andrew Jacobs
Bruce Jang
Megan Janis
Claudia Jasin
Carla Javits
Aaron Johnson
Andy & Karen Jones
Jeff Jones
Tim Jones
Todd Jones
Rozanne Junker
Fatima Kassam
Hillary Katsin
Frederick Kaynor
Maria Kelly
Jennifer Kern
Mina Kim
Lindsey Kiner
Rebecca Klein
Derek Knudsen
Mark Krausse
Rebecca Kroll
Deepa Kumaraiah
Eunice Kwon
Richard La
Jaynette Lancaster
Christine Landon
Krist Lane
Jill Lane
Lindee Lane
Ann Lanzerotti
Robert Lapsley
Mathew Larson
Dorothy Lathan
Daniel Lau
Mia Lee
Nancy Lee
Ayleen Lee
Michael Lee
Wilson Liao
Rowena Libang-Bobila

Leti Light
Lizzie Lincoln
Catherine & Richard Lincoln
Meriel Lindley
Pamela Livingston
Sarah London
Lawland Long
Shana Love
Stephanie Lovette
Aidan Lukomnik
Michele Lynn
Colleen Ma
Jo Mackness
Marjorie Mader
Frank Mah
Jesse Mainardi
Patricia Marino
Miriam Marks
Nancy & Gavin Masuda
Kenneth Matsumura
Ken Maxey
Kelly McCrann
Allynn McInerney
Scott McLarty
Craig McMicken
Naima McQueen
Laura Mead Clapper
Rose Medellin
Marian Melendy
Flora Mendoza
Danielle Merida
Lawrence Miles
Megan Miller
David Miller
Richard Moreno
Barbara Morrissette
Tomi Nagai-Rothe
Bob Naylor
Matthew Neely
Louis Negrete
Renita Nesby LiVolsi
Ben Neufeld
Jeremey Newberg
Ellen Newman
Richard Ng
Tuan Ngo
Neha Nissen
Noe Noyola
Jessie Oettinger
Soraya Okuda
Matthew Onek
Jeffrey Orleans
Patricia Orr
Elizabeth Ozer
Pacific Foundation Services
Neeru Paharia
Mothusi Pahl
Ji-Ho Park
James Parton
Walter Paulsen
Gregory Pierson
Megha Rajput
Steven Ramirez
Donald Read
Carmen & Matthew Reid
Michael Remak
Mario Rendon

Meredith Reynolds
Audrey Richards
Susanne Richman
Cathryn Richter
Monica Rico
Alan Robin
Caroline Robinson
Dharmishta Rood
Susan Rosen
Avi Rosenblit
James Rosenfield
Kelsey Rugani
Joe Russoniello
Kimya Saied
Edmund San Diego
Diana Sanchez
Gary Sandy
Clayton Schloss
Birgit Schmidt-Wesche
Janet Schneider
Kathleen Schuler
Jason Serafino-Agar
Linda Shak
Connie Shapiro
Holly Shepard
Danielle Siegler
Evonne Silva
Christopher Simi
Paul Sittenfeld
Dwight Smith
Jeffrey Sosnaud
Jonathan Stein
Pallie Jean Stenzel
Steven Strauss
Roberta Streimer

Sarah Swickard
Midori Tabata
Karrie Tam
Diane Tate
Nancy Taylor
Julie Tempest
Sherry Tennyson
Donald Test
Tracy Thomas
Jean Tom
Nori Tong
Toni Trejo
Neheet Trivedi
Sandra Tsai
Lori Vacek Engelhardt
David van der Griff
Milton von Damm
Minh Dan Vuong
Phyllis Waller-Pryde
Genanne Walsh
Michael Wang
Daniel Whitehurst
Lauren Whittemore
Kenneth Wun
Lucy Wurtz
Alina Yaman
Jacqueline Yau
Clifford Yee
Roland Young
Anne Young
June Yu
Leslie Zeitler
Sunny Zhang
Kymberle Zielinski



2017-2018 Partners 
280 Cap Markets
AFSCME Council 57
Alameda County Health Department
American Leadership Forum Mountain  

Valley Chapter 
Bay Area Council
Bayview Hunters Point Foundation
Beyond 12
Blue State Digital
Building Opportunities for Self-Sufficiency
BSR
CA State Assemblymember Rob Bonta
CA State Assemblymember Autumn Burke
CA State Assemblymember David Chiu
CA State Assemblymember Ash Kalra
CA State Assemblymember Kevin Kiley
CA State Assemblymember Marc Levine
CA State Assemblymember Evan Low
CA State Assemblymember Freddie Rodriguez
CA State Assemblymember Mark Stone
CA State Assemblymember Phil Ting
CA State Assemblymember Shirley Weber
CA Governor Jerry Brown
CA School Employees Associations 
CA State Coastal Conservancy 
Center for Regional Change
City and County of San Francisco
City of Oakland
City of San Jose
Contra Costa AFL-CIO Labor Council
DIG IN 
Dodge & Cox
Echidna Giving
Empower Work
Evelyn & Walter Haas, Jr. Fund
EveryOne Home
FACES SF
Global Citizen Year
Global Climate Action Summit
Grid Alternatives
Inner Spark Foundation
Kearns & West
Landed
Lava Mae
Lincoln Families
McCormack Baron Salazar
Mills College
National Human Trafficking Training and Technical 

Assistance Center
Nehemiah Community Foundation
Neighborhood Empowerment Network
NextGen America
Oakland Councilmember Abel Guillen
Oakland Mayor Libby Schaaf
Office on Trafficking in Persons
Office on Women’s Health
Organizer

Pacific Gas and Electric Company
Personal Insurance Federation of California
Public Rights Project
Room to Read
RYSE Youth Center
San Francisco Bay Conservation & Development 

Commission
San Francisco Department of Children, Youth & Their 

Families
San Francisco Federal Executive Board
The San Francisco Foundation
San Francisco Housing Accelerator Fund
San Francisco International Airport 
San Francisco Police Department
San Francisco Supervisor Malia Cohen
San Francisco Supervisor Ahsha Safaí
San Francisco Supervisor Norman Yee
San Francisco Unified School District
S.D. Bechtel, Jr. Foundation 
SEIU 521
sf.citi
Silicon Valley Leadership Group
Singularity University
South Bay AFL-CIO Labor Council
SPUR
UFCW Western States Council
United Way Bay Area
University of California, Davis Health 
University of California Office of the President
University of California, San Francisco 
University of San Francisco
UrbanSitter
Water Education for Latino Leaders 
YearUp



Our Team 

Staff
Erika O. Carlsen,* Director of the Fellows Program 2018-19
Pam Jones,* Director of the Fellows Program 2017-18
Tracey Jones, Honorary Historian
Mathew Larson, Program Manager
Lizzie Lincoln, Director of Strategic Partnerships and Development
Shana Love, Community and National Recruitment Manager
Masharika Prejean Maddison, Senior Director of Training
Angela Pang, Program Manager
Fred Tse, Director of Finance and Operations
Genanne Walsh, Grants and Communications Manager
Laney Whitcanack,* Chief Executive Officer
Tierney Yates, Development Manager
Clifford Yee, Director of Diversity and Inclusion Training 
Courtney Young-Law, Vice-President of Programs and Leadership Training

Program Faculty
Martha Hernandez*
Michal “MJ” Jones
Mariana Moore*
Nancy Shemick*
Lisa Spinali

2017-2018 Board of Directors
James Araby – Chair
Mothusi Pahl* – Vice Chair
Mike Thiel – Treasurer
Christine Johnson* – Secretary
Dunstan Allison-Hope 
Jose Bodipo-Memba
Franca Gargiulo
Sean Gibson*
Erick C. Howard
William Jackson*
Michael MacBryde
Jenna Narayanan
Chris Patterson
Marianna Pisano*
Evonne Silva
Hon. Alberto Torrico
Anna Van Degna*
 
Honorary Board Member
Betty Schafer*

* Indicates Coro Alumni.
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Graphic Design:
Janeen Jang 



Coro Northern California
233 Sansome Street, Suite 400
San Francisco, CA 94104
415.986.0521
www.coronorcal.org
coro@coronorcal.org
Follow us on social media: 

Coro is a 501(c)(3) organization, EIN 94-3117758.

“Coro has the effect of changing 
people’s lives … I can’t describe 
who I was when I went in, but I 

do know I wasn’t the same person 
when I left. You discover the power 
in yourself to do things you never 

thought you could do.”

Betty Schafer, Coro Alumna and 
Honorary Board Member

Above: Fellows Program in Public Affairs, Class of 2018.


